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The Perkins Township Trustees met on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 in the Township 

Services Facility located at 2610 Columbus Avenue. Trustees present were Timothy 

Coleman, Jeffrey Ferrell and James Lang. Chairman Coleman opened the meeting 

with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

Mr. Coleman moved to adopt the agenda with one correction as noted. Mr. Ferrell  

seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

 

MINUTES 
Mr. Coleman moved to accept the minutes of October 27, November 10, and 24 

Regular Sessions; November 19 Special Session; and April 12, 2016 Regular Session.  

Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Mr. Coleman moved to approve financial reports for the period ending April 26
th

, 

2016.  Mr. Ferrell seconded. All were in favor.   

 

PRESENTATIONS 
Perrin Baer, son of Bradley Baer, is going for his Eagle Scout project.  He gave a 

presentation for upgrading the outdoor area around Station #3 on Milan Road.  His 

project consists of building a privacy fence around the back to allow the fire fighters to 

have a place to wind down out of the public’s view.  Mr. Coleman cautioned Mr. Baer 

to be certain to check with Building & Zoning to make sure they have the needed 

permits.  Mr. Ferrell asked when he planned on getting started.  Perrin said that he was 

going to raise the funds for the project through May by asking Lowe’s, the Fire 

Fighters’ Union, friends and family.  Hopefully on June 6
th

 the manpower will be able 

to begin building the fence.  It should take 1-2 days to complete.   

 

Mr. Ferrell said that it was a worthwhile project and couldn’t believe that it hadn’t 

been done before.  Mr. Ferrell also commended him on getting his Eagle Scout.  Mr. 

Coleman said that John Glenn and George W. Bush were Eagle Scouts.   

 

Mr. Ferrell noted that the trails by this facility are an Eagle Scout project.   

 

Mr. Ferrell moved to approve the project submitted by Perrin Baer.  Mr. Coleman 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

 

Chief Wohlever presented Assistant Chief David Murphy with a framed certificate 

from the National Fire Academy for completing the Executive Fire Officer Course.  

This is a four year program that takes dedication to complete.  Two weeks out of each 

year, Chief Murphy attended school.  He received a 4.0 grade on two of his papers.  

He is only the third person from the Perkins Fire Department to attend EFO training.   

 

Chief Murphy thanked the trustees, department, and his friends and family for being 

able to attend this schooling.  It was a time commitment, but he couldn’t have done it 

without the help of others. 

 

Mr. Coleman thanked Chief Murphy for his hard work. 
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NEW BUSINESS  

RESOLUTION 2016-090 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH  

ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF FOR SWAT MEDICS 

Mr. Coleman moved to approve the MOU with the Erie County Sherriff for the SWAT 

medics.  Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion.  Chief Wohlever said the agreement spells 

out the entire process.  It is basically what they have been doing for four years and 

they are getting it down in writing.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, 

aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-091 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH NASA GLENN 

FOR THE RESPONSE PROCEDURES FOR THE PERKINS TOWNSHIP 

FIRE DEPARTMENT AT THE PLUM BROOK STATION 

Mr. Coleman moved to approve the MOU with NASA Glenn for the response 

procedures for the Perkins Township Fire Department at the NASA Glenn Research 

Center Plumb Brook Station.  Mr. Ferrell seconded. Chief Wohlever said again this is 

the formal agreement for what we have already been doing.  Mr. Coleman noted that 

with the new gate on Route 250, this puts someone else in charge.  Roll call vote:  Mr. 

Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-092 

ADOPT THE ERIE COUNTY MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 

Mr. Coleman moved to adopt the Erie County Mutual Aid Agreement.  Mr. Ferrell 

seconded the motion. This is an agreement between political subdivisions within Erie 

County.  Chief Wohlever said that there had been discussion regarding compensation, 

but that is not what Mutual Aid is about.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. 

Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-093 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. Coleman moved to approve the following supplemental appropriations: 
General Fund - Administration – Others $34,059.00 

General Fund - Facility – Others     2,902.00 

Road & Bridge – Personal Services     4,303.00 

Road & Bridge – Others        667.00 

Police Levy – Personal Services 4,320.00 

Police Levy – Others (4,320.00) 

NRA FUND – Others 410.00 

Safe Route to Schools – Others (463040.00) 

Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion.  Ms. Schaefer explained that these adjustments were 

necessary to bring the Appropriations adopted by the Trustees in line with what was 

entered on UAN and in line with the Amended Certificate.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, 

aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 
 

RESOLUTION 2016-094 

REPAYMENT OF ANVANCES IN 2014 

Mr. Coleman moved to authorize the repayment of advances made by the General 

Fund in 2014 to the following funds: 

2191 Police Levy Fund $25,000.00 

2908 Police High Visibility Fund $18,000.00    

Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion. Ms. Schaefer explained that advances were meant to 

be repaid in the same year the funds were advanced.  This was not done for the two 

advances in the year 2014.  Mr. Ferrell asked what the $25,000 was for.  Ms. Schaefer 

explained that it was just a cash advance until the money from the levy came in. He 

thought this was taken care of.  Ms. Schaefer said that both were reported on the 

Amended Certificate as being outstanding.  The balance in the High Visibility Fund 

was just over $18,000 at the end of the year and should have been paid back then. Mr. 
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Ferrell asked if they could have just forgiven it.  Ms. Schaefer said that they could, but 

that she had talked to Chief Klamar about it.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. 

Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-095 

ADVANCE FUNDS TO THE HIGH VISIBILITY FUND 

Mr. Coleman moved to advance funds from the General Fund to the following fund: 

2908 Police High Visibility Fund $18,000.00 

Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion.  Ms. Schaefer explained that this is a “spend first” 

grant so you need funds there to spend.  Then the Township receives the funds back.  

Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-096 

CONTRACT WITH BOB KURTZ AS A  

COMMERCIAL BUILDING INSPECTOR 

Mr. Coleman moved to enter into a contract with Bob Kurtz as a commercial building 

inspector and Chief Building Official at the rate of $47.00 per inspection.  Mr. Ferrell 

seconded the motion. Mr. Boyle said this augments our contract staff.  This will be the 

third CBO that we can call.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. 

Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-097 

REQUEST BIDS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF SIDEWALKS  

ON DIDION DRIVE FROM DOUGLAS DRIVE TO STRUB ROAD 

Mr. Coleman moved to request bids for the installation of sidewalks on Didion Drive 

from Douglas Drive to Strub Road.  Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion. Vikki Fritz said 

that the drawings were done in December.  The bids will be opened on May 24
th

. 

Completion date is July 15
th

.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. 

Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Chief Wohlever announced that Bradley Zieber and Jack Felter had passed their 

National Fire Registry Paramedic test and are now State Certified Paramedics. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016-098 

PROMOTE BRADLEY ZIEBER TO CLASS A FIRE FIGHTER 

Mr. Ferrell moved to appoint Bradley Zieber to the rank of Class A Fire Fighter, 

effective April 20, 2016, with a rate of pay of $16.61 per hour.  Mr. Coleman seconded 

the motion. Roll call vote:  Mr. Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  

Motion passed.  

 

Chief Wohlever announced that he would be having personnel at the Bike Rodeo on 

May 14
th

 and at Serving Our Seniors’ American Bandstand spring event on May 21
st
.  

 

The Fire Department is starting their hose testing and annual maintenance programs.   

 

RESOLUTION 2016-099 

AUTHORIZE THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT  

A FEMA GRANT FOR THE PURCHASE OF KEY SYSTEMS 

Mr. Coleman moved to authorize the fire department to apply for a FEMA grant for 

the purchase of Key Systems.  Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. 

Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  Motion passed. 

 

The Chief read a Thank You letter from a resident for an EMS transport.  Mr. 

Coleman acknowledged it was nice receiving letters such as this. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Lt. Edward Hastings reported that the department was paying special attention to the 

areas with the construction on Route 250, Bogart and Galloway.  They will also have 

two officers at the Bike Rodeo. 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

Assistant Superintendent James Melville reported that they were busy picking up the 

debris from last night’s wind.  The Fairview Lanes park demolition has started.  The 

asphalt repair in Fairview Lanes is complete.  They have started Westchester Estate.  

Parking signs are being changed.  The Meadowlawn school signs are operational, but 

the radar is not.   

 

Highway Administrative Assistant Vikki Fritz said that the final reports have been 

filed for the Wightman-Wieber grant. 

 

Ms. Fritz reported that they should hear regarding the Erie Metro Park grant by May 

13
th

. 

 

BUILDING & ZONING  

Administrator Gary Boyle announced that the Zoning Commission has a hearing on 

May 9
th

 for additional changes to the Zoning Resolution. 

 

At the next Trustee meeting there will zoning hearings to address sign codes and 

setbacks on Route 250.   

 

The Board of Appeals met on April 18
th

 and conducted hearings on five requests, 

mostly related to Ohio Bike Week.   

 

The Firelands Partnership Group, a consortium of civic and private partners working 

to promote regional development, met on April 20
th

.   

 

Mr. Boyle suggested that there be some temporary traffic changes once the 

construction crews move to Hull Road.  The staff is recommending that traffic from 

Sartor go right onto Route 250.  Signage needs to be installed.  Mr. Coleman 

suggested putting up the notice as soon as we get notification from ODOT. 

 

Perkins Law Day will be next week. 

 

Zoning Inspector Megan Sherlund reported that Sports Field and Civista are in the 

process of obtaining permits along with Mickey Mart and Dunkin Donuts.   

 

Hart Advertising is installing a Gateway billboard sign near Toys R Us.  This is a 

means to market the Township.  We will be allowed a number of free messages per 

day.  Mr. Coleman said that we need to have the messages ready.  Ms. Sherlund said 

that she would bring ideas to the next staff meeting. 

 

Ms. Sherlund reported that there are several renovations ongoing and Herman’s 

Furniture is almost finished.   

 

The property at 314 E. Strub Road was condemned in October. Ed Burdue is waiting 

for the asbestos testing.  Mr. Coleman noted that the property is listed for Sheriff’s 

Sale on May 14
th

.  The Fiscal Officer asked if she could pre-bill for the testing and 

demolition based on the awarded amount. 

 

Mr. Ferrell commended the department for their work on the Sports Field project.  

Their co-operative work with the City and others is working well.  Mr. Coleman noted 

that this was one of the largest projects that he has seen since being on the board.   
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Mr. Coleman asked all departments to review an e-mail that he had forward regarding 

funds that were available for regional development.   

 

Ms. Sherlund announced that they will be evaluating the Township for residential code 

compliance. 

 

FISCAL OFFICER: 

Ms. Schaefer reported that the March Motel Tax collection was $84,293.95, a 17.94% 

increase over March 2015.  Mr. Coleman noted that was the biggest jump ever. 

 

Ms. Schaefer announced that she attended the Ohio Public Records Training which we 

hosted on April 22
nd

.   

 

Since the last meeting we have made payments of $218,990.99 which includes 

Friday’s payroll.  Ms. Schaefer has highlighted those Appropriations where we have 

spent more than 33%, but she has not had time to review each individual line item. 

 

Ms. Schaefer has spent time reviewing the Equitable Sharing grant and the Weed 

collection.  Ms. Schaefer has contacted our State Auditor regarding the process to 

follow to handle correcting entries. 

 

Ms. Schaefer reported that over the weekend she exported the files for 2013-2014-

2015 necessary for Ohio Checkbook.  Then on Monday she sent them into OpenGov.  

Later Monday she received an e-mail requesting our appropriation status reports to 

help identity the numerous cost centers that are in use.  Total time to do the exports 

was about 30 minutes.   

 

Mr. Ferrell thanked Ms. Schaefer for getting this project started.  Mr. Coleman said 

that it was a long time coming.  It was April of last year when they made their first 

inquiry into this project.   

 

Once OpenGov builds our site, we will have an opportunity to review it for changes.  

Then a media day will be held before the site goes live.  Ms. Schaefer is very excited 

about this project.   

 

TRUSTEE DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Coleman acknowledged Student Trustees Cecily Schaefer and Grace Windau who 

were in attendance along with County Prosecuting Attorney Nick Windau.  

 

PUBLIC FORUM: 

Reporter Andy Ouriel asked if Bob Kurtz was working for other people while working 

for Perkins.  Since Mr. Kurtz will be an independent contractor with Perkins, there is 

nothing that prevents him for working for others.  He will be scheduled as needed and 

when available.   

 

Mr. Ouriel asked when a list would be provided of the roads that will be maintained 

this year.  Mr. Coleman said that the primary work is on Boston.  They still need to do 

the final review of the other roads.  Mr. Ouriel asked if this work was necessary 

because of bad construction done several years ago.  Mr. Coleman explained that the 

road was just old and bad; no reflection on the previous work. 

 

Mr. Ouriel then asked about the work to be done in Fairview Lanes.  The Trustees 

advised him to contact Mr. Jackson after he returned from vacation. 

 

Mr. Ouriel asked about the grant work in Fairview Lanes.  Ms. Fritz explained that 

there was new playground equipment that would be installed in the existing Fairview 

Lanes park, replacing old equipment. The Erie Metro Park would offset this project.  

Ms. Fritz will provide a list of the cost breakdown.  
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Mr. Ouriel then asked about the Gateway sign.  Mr. Coleman explained that Hart 

Advertising had approached the Township several months ago regarding this project.  

There is no cost to the Township.   

 

Then Mr. Ouriel asked about the code enforcement.  Mr. Boyle said they have been 

doing code enforcement all along through the Fire Department.  It has been ongoing, 

but we need to be more systematic about our approach.   

 

Next Regular Session meeting is May 10
th

. 

 

With no further business, Mr. Ferrell moved that the meeting be adjourned at 7:15 pm.  

Mr. Coleman seconded.  Mr. Ferrell seconded the motion. Roll call vote:  Mr. 

Coleman, aye; Mr. Ferrell, aye; Mr. Lang, aye.  

 

 

 

_________________________________     __________________________________ 

Timothy Coleman, Chairman                                   Diane Schaefer, Fiscal Officer 

 


