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PERKINS TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE  

WORK SESSION/STAFF MEETING 

 

December 1, 2015 

 

Perkins Township Trustees met on Monday, December 1, 2015 in the Township Services 

Facility located at 2610 Columbus Avenue. Trustees present were Timothy Coleman, 

Jeffrey Ferrell and James Lang. Chairman Coleman opened the meeting at 8:10 a.m.   

 

Also in attendance: Chief Keith Wohlever, Highway Superintendent Allen Jackson, Chief 

Ken Klamar, Planning and Development Director Gary Boyle, Office Manger Lynn 

Hargrave, Mrs. Gildenmeister, Zoning Technician Becky Smith, Zoning Inspector Megan 

Sherlund, Intern Jason Werner, Payroll Clerk Ashley Ohlemacher, Administrative Clerk 

Kathy Niehm. 

 

 Chief Klamar presented proposal agreements with Warwick for various levels of 

telephone support and services for the phone system at 2610 Columbus Ave. 

Following input and discussion from those present, Trustees asked Chief Klamar 

to make a level of support recommendation and to request a resolution for 

approval at the next Board meeting.  

 

 Zoning Inspector Sherlund commented on the selection of a sign for installation in 

front of the Services Facility building.  She has been gathering proposals and 

ideas for a variety of sign designs and costs. Lengthy discussion followed. Mr. 

Lang commented he would consider a sign with a lighted, moving message a 

driver distraction and traffic safety concern, and would not want that type of sign 

for those reasons. Following brief discussion Mr. Ferrell commented he wanted 

ideas for presentation at the next Work Session/Staff meeting on January 4, 2016.  

 

 Mrs. Sherlund commented on significant property maintenance issues on Milan 

Rd., Bell Ave., Scottley Dr., and a few other minor property issues in the 

Township. Some issues have been going on for years, she said. Mrs. Sherlund and 

Fire Inspector Keith Eastman will be following up and will keep the Board 

advised. There was also brief discussion regarding the ‘wall’ on Marshall Ave. 

 

 Mr. Ferrell asked Mrs. Gildenmeister if she would like to mention any updates 

regarding the Township’s participation in the Ohio Treasurer’s online 

OhioCheckbook program. Mrs. Gildenmeister stated work has begun and 

depending on the amount of time needed to export and reformat financial reports, 

it could be ready to send to the OhioCheckbook staff sometime during the first of 

the year. As a group, Erie County Fiscal Officers are considering the offer of 

OhioCheckbook staff to schedule a group meeting in Erie County to share 

additional details of the program and the best presentation of data. 

 

 Mr. Coleman asked Mrs. Gildenmeister if she had anything to mention regarding 

the Township’s ability to accept credit cards as payment. She commented that 

credit card machines for police and zoning departments could be delivered within 

the next week and staff training will be held at that time. A question was brought 

up as to who pays for machine supplies, and convenience fees charged by the 

credit card companies. Mrs. Gildenmeister commented that the cost of machine 

tapes should be insignificant; terminal leasing fees would be charged back to 

departments; and a convenience fee would be paid by the credit card user. 
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 Mr. Coleman asked how the plans for a community garden on township property 

were going.  Intern Jason Werner has researched other community gardens and 

their amenities, and a variety of options for a community public garden in the 

Township. Mrs. Sherlund and Mr. Boyle said there may be issues with parking 

and access to running water. Mr. Lang suggested perhaps a well could be drilled 

in the area and people using the gardens could pump water for use on their garden 

space. If over time the public garden becomes popular and people ask for more, at 

that time consideration could be given to the much more expensive option of 

tying into a water line. Mr. Ferrell and Mr. Coleman agreed that would be a good 

option. Mr. Lang commented he appreciates Mr. Werner’s fine research and that 

perhaps this would be a good continuing intern project. Jason’s last day is Jan. 19. 

Mr. Ferrell asked Mr. Boyle to keep the Board advised.   

 

 Superintendent Jackson updated the Board regarding an ODNR Trail Grant 

application that has a March, 2016 deadline. He and Zoning Inspector Sherlund 

will work together on this.  Mr. Ferrell wants to be kept up to date on the 

application progress, and said he wants a January update.  

 

 Mr. Ferrell asked about the construction progress on the new salt barn. 

Superintendent Jackson said concrete work is finished and the rest of the project 

should be completed on schedule.  

 

 Superintendent Jackson updated Trustees and staff regarding Township leaf 

collection season dates has been extended due to good weather and reminded 

everyone that only leaves should be left at the curb – yard debris and branches 

will damage the machine.  There was brief discussion about Andrew’s property 

and load limits. 

 

 Mr. Coleman commented that OTA has a list of deadlines for upcoming grants 

available for townships and advised all department heads to check it out. Grant 

awards are very important to the Township’s budget.  

 

 Superintendent Jackson commented that OTA is watching House Bill 395, re: 

Cemetery Grants. The Bill would hopefully make grant monies available for use 

in Township cemeteries. He said the Perkins Township Cemetery entry sign on 

Milan Road has been rusting for years and needs replaced for safety and cosmetic 

reasons. 

 

 Mr. Ferrell reminded department heads that all 2015 annual department reports 

from Police, Fire, Highway and Planning are due prior to the second Trustee 

meeting in January, where they will be presented to the Board for review and 

acceptance.  

 

 Mr. Ferrell commented that there has been discussion regarding surveying and 

conditions of Township parks. Superintendent Jackson said John Hancock Co. 

will survey Schiller Park; all adjoining property owners will be notified before 

work begins. Mr. Lang said the Park Board would be walking through all 

Township parks and will make formal recommendations for park improvements 

to Trustees.  

 

 Mr. Lang commented regular Park Board meetings are scheduled for December 3 

and December 10, 2015.   
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 Mrs. Gildenmeister commented that she would like all inventory turned in before 

Christmas. Basic items with a value of $100 or more should be included on the 

inventory; however, all computers and accessories, and electronics, must be 

included, regardless of cost. Also any items with a value less than $100 that 

department heads want to track should be included. Mrs. Gildenmeister 

commented that a copy of the completed annual inventory is forwarded to the 

Township’s insurance company and to the County Engineer’s Office.  

 

 Director Boyle commented that the department is continuing work on updating 

and revising the Township’s sign code, and reported on construction progress of 

the Civista Bank and the Halleen KIA new building projects.  

 

 Chief Wohlever commented that there has been a Fire Department email issue 

that should be resolved shortly.  

 

 Chief Klamar commented the police department will collect toys and warm 

clothes for Victory Kitchen on 12/12/15 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Chief 

Wohlever said the fire department will again be distributing about forty gift 

baskets to needy  families in the community. Trustees commented that our police 

and fire departments and staff are a group of highly caring and valued employees 

to the Township and to our community, and they commended them all on their 

generosity and service. 

 

 There was brief discussion regarding the CHIP program. 

 

 Mrs. Gildenmeister commented on an ongoing hotel/motel tax delinquency issue 

with a local motel.  The delinquent taxes have been paid; however, late charges 

per policy resolution have not been paid. The matter has been turned over to legal 

counsel.  

 

 Chief Klamar commented he has been exploring the possibility of the Township 

offering the use of the Services Facility police lobby and the parking lot for public 

use as an internet/exchange site. He said there are other entities offering a safe 

place for online sellers/buyers to meet and complete internet transactions. 

Discussion followed. Trustees asked Chief Klamar to contact legal counsel John 

Coppeler for a legal opinion and to keep the Board advised.  

 

 Chief Klamar commented that the Township and the City of Sandusky had signed 

a new agreement for Court Officer service at a fee of $14.00 per day for Sandusky 

Officer court time. He said this agreement has and will continue to save the 

Township a good deal of money compared to when the Township had paid one of 

its officers four or five hours per day for a few days each week to sit and wait at 

court for a Township case to be called.  

 

 Mrs. Gildenmeister invited all to the Friends of Perkins Township ‘Old Fashioned 

Christmas Caroling’ event at Strickfaden Park on December 13 at 4:00 p.m. The 

family event will have lots of caroling, hot chocolate and candy, and perhaps a 

visit from Santa.  Perkins School Athletic Boosters offered to provide hot 

chocolate and Perkins Police Chaplin Adams offered his church choir to lead 

caroling. A generator and strings of Christmas lights are still needed.  Mr. Lang 

and Superintendent Jackson offered to help with the generator and lights, and 

Chief Wohlever offered to provide a free ride for Santa.  
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 Mr. Coleman noted that a number of public meetings and in-house trainings are 

coming up: 

 

- NIMS Training - 12/8/15, 8:00 a.m. and 12/15/15, 8:00 a.m.  

- IT Team Meeting - Friday at noon 

- Erie County Construction Roads/Bridges meeting-12/10/15, 2:30 p.m. 

- The next public meeting with Perkins Schools Superintendent is scheduled for 

December 15
th

 at 8:00 a.m. at the Services Facility meeting room  

- Trustee Meeting for December 22,
 
2015 has been cancelled 

- Next Trustee Work Session/Staff meeting will be 1/5/16 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Mr. Coleman asked if anyone had anything else. Hearing no objection, meeting 

adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


